A    THOUSAND    A    YEAR

and Mr. R. D. Muir and Mr. Travers Humphreys for the
Treasury, the defendants had retained Mr. F. E. Smith, K.C.,
to lead for all of them, while Curtis-Bennett appeared for
Johnson and Wells, Mr. Forrest Fulton and Mr. Eustace
Fulton for White. F. E, Smith could not attend the first
hearing, and Curtis-Bennett himself had only received his
brief as he came into Court, and only that morning had
been approached about the defence. He immediately
asked for an adjournment, but the magistrate would only
consent if a promise were given that the contest would not
take place the following week. Certainly it seemed unfair
that though the contest had been advertised for months
past, and the contracts had been signed some time ago, at
a few days' notice the promoters were being asked to
relinquish all hope of getting their money back.

After argument, the magistrate said he would hear the
opening of the case that day. Sir John Simon, an ethereal
and delicate intruder into the company of elegant black
bruisers, famous referees and fans of the great fighting
game, submitted that the record of championship fights
showed that in fourteen out of twenty-two contests, one
combatant was unable to continue.- It was, therefore,
clearly a proposed breach of the peace. They might think
that the obvious procedure was to send police to watch
the fight, but he would not like to answer for what would
happen if that course were taken, and in fact, a magistrate
had once been roughly handled when he tried to interfere
at a prize-fight. He told how Johnson had, in three such
championship fights, reduced his opponent to a condition
in which he could not continue. " That fact abundantly
justifies my submission that the fourth in which he proposes
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